Tissue expression of 165-aa vascular permeability factor after spinal cord injury is not influenced by dexamethasone administration in rats.
Using immunohistochemistry, RT-PCR, and Western Blot techniques, we studied the tissue expression of the 165-aa Vascular permeability factor (VPF) after spinal cord injury (SCI) in adult Wistar rats. The results were compared according to that the animals received or non-dexamethasone, at the dose of 1mg/kg and day after trauma. Furthermore, the different functional recovery between treated and non-treated animals was recorded. Although the administration of dexamethasone showed a beneficial effect on the functional recovery of the animals, the tissue expression of VPF after SCI is not influenced by dexamethasone administration. Therefore, the neuroprotective effect of the dexamethasone after experimental SCI is not mediated through an interference on the biological effects of the 165-aa vascular permeability factor.